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those who did not: share it may say. If there is one thing certain
to-day it is that the Bolshevist menace was never really serious
after November n. What seriousness there was in it thereafter
was created by the tactics of the government. But at the time,
with the horror in Russia before their eyes and the close pursuit
of the German Army of the east by the Red Guards, it is not
surprising perhaps that there were so many who both believed in
and feared as immediate the threat to western civilization which
the Moscow version of revolution constituted.

To the Independents the thought of becoming a dependency,
political or intellectual, of Russia was equally abhorrent, but they
had made up their minds that a return to the old regime or even
the advance to a democratic constitutionalism was nearly as bad.
They wanted a German Socialist state, and in the circumstances
they were at once more honest and more clear-sighted than their
colleagues, But they had not realized so well as they the temper
of the country which after the war-years was not disposed to
draw subtle distinctions between a Leninist and a Socialist revolu-
tion and would have so fought a Socialist revolution that there
would have been no other course for the Independents but either
to give way or to adopt Bolshevik methods of dictatorship. At
the moment, however, they conceived that they could still found
a Socialist republic by democratic methods. The first trial of
strength took place on a more or less academic point and the
result showed that there are no such things as academic points in
a revolutionary situation*

The Council of Commissaries was a revolutionary organization
in the sense that it had no legal basis of power. Ostensibly it was
based on the workers' and soldiers' councils; actually it was
entirely in the air. The Independents now sought to legalize the
situation by inducing the government to declare the councils to be
that necessary basis* The tacit reliance on the councils was a
concession to the Independents and to Leninism, but it was per-
fectly meaningless because of the variety of character and com-
position of the councils. Under some of the more extreme leaders
they had proceeded to create some sort of connecting organization
by the establishment after the Russian model of a Central Congress